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The Shuttle’s successful flight lays the foun-

dation for an exciting decade for NASA and an 
exciting time for everyone interested in space 
science and exploration. I am especially look-
ing forward to several missions that NASA will 
undertake through the La Canada Flintridge- 
based Jet Propulsion Laboratory. As my col-
leagues well know, I have the privilege of rep-
resenting JPL and I am a strong supporter of 
it here in Congress. JPL’ s missions have con-
sistently generated public support and are a 
mainstay in NASA’s scientific portfolio. 

JPL’s continued management of NASA’s 
Mars program, which for the last year and a 
half has brought us the twin Rovers Spirit and 
Opportunity, has resulted in unprecedented 
success. In addition, the planned 2007 launch 
of the Phoenix Mars Scout and the 2009 
launch of the Mars Science Laboratory will 
provide the country with a long-duration 
science laboratory that represents a major 
leap in space exploration. Specifically, MSL 
will collect soil samples and rock cores from 
Mars and analyze them for organic com-
pounds and environmental conditions that 
could have supported microbial life in the past. 

Through its work at JPL, NASA is also slat-
ed to begin two major missions that will give 
us greater insight into the origins of our uni-
verse. The first of these is the Space 
Interferometry Mission, or SIM PlanetQuest. 
Scheduled for launch in 2012, SIM will deter-
mine the positions and distances of stars sev-
eral hundred times more accurately than any 
previous program. This precision will allow us 
to measure the distances to stars throughout 
the galaxy and to probe nearby stars for 
Earth-sized planets. The second mission, the 
Europa Orbiter, will discover whether an 
ocean exists beneath the surface of one of Ju-
piter’s most interesting moons. This mission 
should launch in 2015. 

JPL is also poised to conduct a series of 
missions that will examine Earth and lead to 
better predictions and understandings of our 
planet’s climate. These missions include the 
launch of CloudSat later this year; the Ocean 
Surface Topography Mission and the Orbiting 
Carbon Observatory in 2008; and the 2009 
launch of Aquarius, which will provide the first- 
ever global maps of salt concentrations on the 
ocean’s surface. These missions will provide 
valuable insight into our planet’s precipitation 
and weather patterns. 

Each of JPL’s current and future missions 
are an integral part of NASA’s overall space 
exploration plan. With JPL’s missions and 
other NASA initiatives, such as the agency’s 
rollout of its new exploration architecture for 
returning to the Moon, there can be no doubt 
the next decade will be an exciting one. 

In closing, Mr. Speaker, I want to again say 
that the most recent Shuttle mission is just an-
other example of what NASA is doing right. I 
am pleased to join my colleagues today in 
congratulating the crew and look forward to 
another successful Shuttle mission in the near 
future. 

Mr. WELDON of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today with my colleagues to acknowledge the 
crew of STS–114 in their heroic mission to the 
International Space Station this past summer. 
Their mission was watched with awe and ap-
preciation by the entire world. I am proud that 
so many of my constituents work with NASA 
and especially the Human Space Flight pro-
gram. 

Great nations explore. America has taken 
up this banner and has committed itself to 

space exploration. We gain so much for our 
efforts. Space is of such a vital interest to our 
Nation from an economic and strategic van-
tage point. The Shuttle Discovery and her 
crew provided a vital support and logistics 
mission to the ISS. Their mission was an im-
portant part of our on-going exploration of 
space. I thank the crew and all of those who 
made the mission a success. 

We have a wonderful new Vision for Space 
Exploration that includes a return to the Moon 
and eventually go onward to Mars. STS–114 
played its own small, but critical part in that 
journey. 

Mr. GORDON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the brave astronauts of STS–114, 
Space Shuttle Discovery. These astronauts, 
and the entire NASA team, should be very 
proud of their accomplishments. 

The long hours of training and preparing 
paid off in the nearly flawless execution of 
multiple spacewalks and many other critical 
tasks on this mission, including delivering 
much needed supplies to the space station 
and performing unprecedented in-flight repairs. 

Americans all across this country were riv-
eted by the adventures of these men and 
women. In fact, there was so much interest 
that new internet records were set: more than 
two-and-a-half million people visited NASA’s 
website over the course of this mission. 

Many of those ‘‘hits’’ were children, tomor-
row’s explorers, who have found new heroes 
and role models in the crew of STS–114. By 
showing our children what they can accom-
plish, these astronauts inspire the next gen-
eration and encourage them to focus on 
science, engineering and technology—fields 
that are vital to our future economy and secu-
rity. 

The ability to inspire is, perhaps, the great-
est benefit of our space program and this Dis-
covery crew has provided inspiration for all of 
us. 

It is fitting that we honor the crew of STS– 
114 and all of the NASA employees and con-
tractors who are helping this Nation explore 
space. I thus am proud to be an original co-
sponsor of H. Res. 441, and I urge its adop-
tion. 

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, he-
roes are those select few among us who are 
endowed with courage and strength, those 
who risk life and limb to further a cause great-
er than themselves. I rise today to honor 
seven such heroes, the astronaut crew of 
STS–114. 

These men and women should be very 
proud of what they accomplished on this his-
toric mission. Through their bravery and inge-
nuity they helped bring our manned space 
program back to life. After two-and-a-half 
years on the ground, we have finally returned 
to space to continue our exploration into the 
unknown. 

Though our shuttle program still faces many 
challenges in the months and years to come, 
we are taking time today to acknowledge the 
progress NASA has been made thus far. I 
would like to thank those responsible, not just 
the astronauts, but the entire NASA team, 
thousands of dedicated men and women at 
NASA centers across the country, for their 
commitment. 

In honoring the astronauts of STS–114, we 
should not forget those who came before 
them. By continuing our exploration of space, 
this mission continues their legacy. I am sure 

that the brave souls who gave their lives 
aboard the Columbia would be very proud of 
this Discovery crew. 

Their steps of progress will lead us into the 
next chapter of human exploration. 

Thank you and I urge members to suspend 
the rules and pass this resolution. 

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, I have no further requests for time, 
and I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from California (Mr. 
CALVERT) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution, H. 
Res. 441. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds of 
those present have voted in the affirm-
ative. 

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, on that 
I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 6:30 p.m. today 

Accordingly (at 4 o’clock and 29 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess 
until approximately 6:30 p.m. 

f 

b 1830 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. SIMMONS) at 6 o’clock and 
30 minutes p.m. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, proceedings 
will resume on motions to suspend the 
rules previously postponed. 

Votes will be taken in the following 
order: 

H.R. 3761, by the yeas and nays; 
H. Res. 441, by the yeas and nays. 

f 

FLEXIBILITY FOR DISPLACED 
WORKERS ACT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
pending business is the question of sus-
pending the rules and passing the bill, 
H.R. 3761, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Louisiana (Mr. 
BOUSTANY) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 3761, as 
amended, on which the yeas and nays 
are ordered. 
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